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The term ‘false memory’ has a complex history. Initially coined as 
political term by social actors aiming to deconstruct the idea of 
‘recovered memories’, it eventually became the object of a 
laboratory based field of academic ‘false memory studies’. To speak 
of ‘false memories’ is to be drawn into an ‘ecology of practices’ and 
multiple sets of lateral comparisons, which resist any ready synthesis 
or overview. In this talk I will navigate this field by exploring how 
procedures of verification and falsification in relation to memory 
become translated between different settings and practices, in 
particular those of the laboratory, the courtroom and the clinic.
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