8 F{EFaOXT L

MULTISPECIES MEETS KYOSEI
Plants, Birds and People )
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The idea that our human lives not only depends on, but also becomes with the lives of other species has been
one of the most influential trends in the human sciences during the past decade. While this may not be of much
of a novelty for many of us, it is undeniable that in an age when our health depends on experimental animals
and our future as a species on the protection of forests and oceans, the question of how we live together with
plants, microbes and animals is more urgent than ever before. The two speakers of this colloquium will attend to
these important issues from their own specific fields of study. In the general discussion, we will try to engage
their work with more general issues of kyosei that have been at the focus of research at this department.
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Scott Simon

What is an animal? Wandering down human
and other pathways in Taiwan and Japan

Probably long before the first “philosopher” ever took pen
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to paper, humans have speculated about “what does it RE7 VT KBRS, 13k L TR Z R BYHH5

mean to be human in a world full of other living
creatures?” This discussion, based on years of wandering
with other humans through the forests of Taiwan and
Japan, draws upon these embodied experiences and
conversations to think about the criss-crossing pathways
of humans, non-human mammals, and birds. | also cast an
eye on plants, the other living creatures on the paths and
arguably the ones that lead the rest of us to multi-species
encounters. The rest of us, in fact, are “animals” only in
contrast to “plants.” What does it mean to be human, to
be an animal, to be a plant in a world full of other living
creatures?

Dr. Scott Simon is Professor in the School of Sociological and
Anthropological Studies at the University of Ottawa. He studies
indigenous rights and human-nature relations in the Highlands
of Taiwan. Currently, he is a visiting researcher at Minpaku.
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