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Incompossibility and the best of worlds:
Deleuze's comprehending of the damned in Leibniz
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Abstract

Deleuze considers the damned, for the best compossible world that is Leibnizian,
to undertake the progress of the world by itself. He sees there the incompossibility that
should be the difference between the worlds. What makes this interpretation possible is
a rigorous understanding of incompossibility distinguished from impossibility, and a
comprehension of freedom as the soul expresses itself as a whole. Deleuze discussed the
sophist in Plato, as an analog to the damned, in a work to overturn Platonism. But the
damned was described without deviating from Leibniz’s philosophy.
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