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From the Imagination of Landscape to the Science of Landscape:
Dagognet’s Criticism of Bachelard
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Abstract

Frangois Dagognet was a French philosopher influenced by Gaston Bachelard. While
scholars recognize their relationship, they have refrained from shedding light on
Dagognet’s criticism of Bachelard. The historian Gaston Roupnel is a valuable reference
in this context. Roupnel studied the history of the Burgundy region in interwar France
and offered a unique interpretation. Both Bachelard and Dagognet refer to his book,
Histoire de la Campagne Frangaise, and draw their landscape subjects from it. While
Bachelard discusses landscape from the perspective of imagination, Dagognet takes a
scientific approach and attempts to overcome Bachelard and Roupnel’s lyricism.
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