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How to Tell the Untellable Experience
Georges Bataille’s Return to Hegel
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Abstract

This paper examines Georges Bataille’s thought upon the question, that is, how to
tell the experience which cannot be told. This question which is one of the most
significant interests of Bataille is consistent from his important work, L’expérience
intérieur, to the essay ‘De I’existentialisme au primat de 1’économie’. Current studies
have focused on the statements in ‘De 1’existentialisme au primat de 1’économie’ but
have not sufficiently discussed his later article, ‘ Hegel, la mort et le sacrifice’, in which
Bataille gave an possible answer to the question in confrontation with Hegel’s
philosophy. By examining Bataille’s reading of Hegel, I argue that Bataille works out
the approach of telling the experience in the very tension with Hegel.
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