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Prologue: The Final Battle

1. A Fateful Rite of Passage: The Gaokao and the Myth of Meritocracy

2. Mobility, Time, and Value: The High Stakes of Examination and the
Ideology of Developmentalism

3. Counterfeit Fairness: State Secrets and the False Confidence of Test Takers

4. Diligence versus Quality: Merit, Inequality, and Urban Hegemony

5. Courage under Fire: The Paradoxical Role of Head Teachers and the
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